St. John’s Episcopal Church E-Newsletter
March 25, 2009
Called by God to be a Community that hears God’s word and does God’s work

Rev. Michele’ office hours during Lent: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, at various times.

SERVICE SCHEDULE CHANGES:
PALM SUNDAY:  THE ONLY SERVICE WILL BE AT 10:30 AM
EASTER SUNDAY:  THE ONLY SERVICE WILL BE AT 10:30 AM
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NOTES FROM REV. MICHELE
So a long time ago my beloved and I went to a financial money management class and we have installed a system of how we spend our money  since most people in the world who have attempted to save money by setting up a budget have then failed at it.  Our financial class was about how people bust open their budget with discretionary spending and how you can stop doing it.

The statistics were more than alarming that you pay more for things in cash than what you have.  If you write a cheque then it is 15% more and if you pay with a credit card it is more like 30%.  (this is based on my memory so do not take these statistics to the bank as it were.)

Any way we were taught the way around this was to figure out all of what you spend ahead of time and take it out in cash and spend out of each pot of money as the week goes on.  We figured out all our expenses and we started to take money out.  I do not need to explain to all of you what we take out but the point of this is that we take out $80.00 a week for our food costs.  We also pay for the dog’s food out of that but lets just say the two of us each have $40 dollars a week for food.  Divided by the seven days that means we have $5.71 a day to live on.  Which I thought was a whole lot of money but not a gross amount.  I looked around on the web and a bunch of sites have people spending $100-125 (totally unscientific), so I felt good.

After reading about the $2.00 a day challenge we wondered how we stacked up.  We calculated the costs of our breakfast. Our oatmeal with raisins, bananas and soy milk was 95 cents for both of us.  Well hot diggity dog!!!  We rock!!!  Then as we both took a sip of our coffee it dawned on us that we needed to take into account how much we are spending on our coffee and the soy creamer.

Well that rolled out to be 81 cents for the pot of coffee and the 6 oz of creamer that we used setting it up another 56 cents which means our cheap breakfast used up $1.17. We were undone by that reality.  Emotionally that was all that we had in the tank to figure our groceries vs. our cost.  We bailed out of the conversations and after praying and doing the litany we wrote a $40.00 cheque to the local food shelf.  We will make do this week but the full $2 challenge will have to wait for another time when the two of us are on a more even keel.

ACTIVITIES & INFO
ADULT FORUM Starting on April 19th we will have a Sunday morning education series on the book Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara Miles 


The story of an unexpected and terribly inconvenient Christian conversion, told by a very unlikely convert, TAKE THIS BREAD is not only a spiritual memoir but a call to action. 

Raised as an atheist, Sara Miles lived an enthusiastically secular life as a restaurant cook and writer. Then early one morning, for no earthly reason, she wandered into an Episcopal church.   "I was certainly not interested in becoming a Christian," she writes. "Or, as I thought of it rather less politely, a religious nut." 

But she ate a piece of bread, took a sip of wine, and found herself radically transformed....
 

Over three weeks we will be discussing this book and discussing what a radical conversion can mean for our lives.  
LUNCH BUNCH will meet again on Tuesday April 14.  Will there be flowers blooming in the garden or snow banks?
COMMON GROUNDS GARDENS is now taking subscriptions for produce bread and eggs distribution.  There are subscription forms in the Parish Hall, or you can download them from the St. Benedict web site: www.sbm.org  The bread and eggs are only available if you subscribe to the produce distribution.  Don’t delay—subscriptions fill up in a hurry!
CUB FOOD RECEIPTS DUE!  It’s time to turn in your Cub Foods receipts from January, February and March.  As members of the Community Dollars Program we receive 1% of the total amount you have spent at Cub Food Stores.  The receipts must be from this quarter.  Receipts for the following are not accepted:  prescriptions, liquor, cigarettes, money orders, lottery tickets or gift certificates.

Receipts must be turned in by Friday April 3.  Please put them in Elizabeth Feigh’s mail box, or the Cub Foods mailbox in the parish hall (located at the far right end of the mail box units).
MARK YOUR CALENDARS

· March 29  Highway Clean up after 2nd service (weather permitting)
· Palm Sunday (April 5) service at 10:30 AM
· Maundy Thursday (April 9) foot washing and Eucharist 7:00 PM
· Good Friday (April 10) service at Noon 

· Easter Vigil (April 11) service at 8:30 PM

· Easter Sunday service at 10:30 AM 

· Lunch Bunch April 14, 11:30 AM

MARCH/ APRIL CALENDAR OF EVENTS  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building. 
Wed
25
Lenten Soup Supper 5:30 PM



Lenten Study Session 6:30 PM



Choir Rehearsal 7:30 – 9PM

Thu
26
Renewal Group 12:30 PM

Sat
28
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM
Sun
29
Confirmation Class, 9:30 AM



Highway clean up after 2nd service (weather permitting)

Mon
30
Bella Vocè rehearsal, 7 PM

          APRIL  
Wed      1   
Lenten Soup Supper 5:30 PM



Lenten Study Session 6:30 PM

Thu
  3
Renewal Group 12:30 PM
Sat
  4
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM
Sun
  5
Palm Sunday, service at 10:30 only



NO Confirmation Class
Mon 
  6
Bella Vocè rehearsal, 7 PM

Wed
  8
Department of Indian Works meeting 10 AM – 3 PM
Thu
  9
Renewal Group 12:30 PM


Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 PM

Fri
10
Good Friday service at Noon
Sat
11
New Covenant of Christ service & Potluck 2:30 PM


Easter Vigil service at 8:30 PM

Sun
12
Easter Sunday service at 10:30 only



NO Confirmation Class
Mon 
13
Bella Vocè rehearsal, 7 PM

Tue
14
Lunch Bunch 11:30 AM

                         
March 29, The Fifth Sunday in Lent

Liturgy Ministers          8:30 AM                         10:30 AM             

Presider& Homilist

     The Rev. Michele Morgan
Acolytes                        Tom R.


Tano & Josh 

Lectors                         Alexis & Paul

Mary S. & Kathy W. 

Chalice Ministers         Alexis


Ivan & Kathy W.
Accompanist                                                     Denise B                

Altar Guild                                              Anne, Joe & Mary Katherine

Communion Bread                                 Anne

Hospitality Ministers                            
Dorothy P. & Deb S.   

Ushers                                                
Ivan & Marie 

Offering Recorders                                Barb & Elsa

Coffee                                 

Margie B. & Mary S.              

Cleaning Team    



Louise & Betsy   
   

April 5, Palm Sunday 10:30 service only
Liturgy Ministers          10:30 AM             

Presider & Homilist
The Rev. Michele Morgan
Acolytes                 
Jack & Patrick        

Lectors                
Paul  & Joe G.   

Chalice Ministers    
Katy & Anne
Accompanist            Denise B                

Altar Guild               TBA 
Communion Bread    Jill       

Hospitality Ministers Jeff & Inese                   
 

Ushers                   
Dorothy T & Deb K

 
Offering Recorders    Nancy & Judy H.      

 
Coffee  

David & Margaret, Rob G



Cleaning Team 
Nancy & Katy

CONTACT US!

Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 

Rev. Michele’ office hours during Lent: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, at various times.

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday and Wednesday 9 to 3 and Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
Telephone: 320-251-8524

