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NOTES FROM REV. MICHELE

"If the book we are reading does not wake us, as with a fist hammering on our skull, why then do we read it?...A book must be an ice-axe to break the sea frozen inside us." ~ Franz Kafka

As you can tell by my opening quote this is not an introduction to a summer reading list.  I actually have been reading a book Columbine which deals with the school shooting at Columbine High School, ten years later.  I am struck by this book because it exposed widely held myths about the shootings and why these two troubled teenagers chose to murder their classmates and their teachers.

It is a fascinating book for a lot of reasons, (not a particularly happy read so this is not a recommendation) and the reason that I have been thinking about it this week is that the author Dave Cullen debunks a myth that has swirled up about the tragic death of Cassie Bernall.  You might remember that she is the young woman who said “yes” when she was asked if she believed in God and then she was shot and killed. 

Except she did not. The psychopath that murdered her did not say anything to her. An exchange in the library did happen except it was with another young woman, Val Schnurr.  The conversation was mistakenly attributed to Bernall.  Val Schnurr was saying, "Oh, my God, oh, my God, don't let me die," (after she had already been shot) and the killer asked her if she believed in God. She said yes; he asked why. "Because I believe and my parents brought me up that way," she said. He reloaded, but didn't shoot again. She crawled away.

So why am I talking about killers in my weekly news?  Well it strikes me that the institution of the media was on a short news cycle, got the whiff of a story and ran with it.  The families of those kids wanted some hope and comfort and they latched on to it, the churches in the community had a teenager willing to profess her faith and even be a martyr for it.  In the quest for all the things that all these interests were chasing the truth got lost. 

How often do we take what we are told by our institutions at face value, how often do we ask the deeper questions that we really are called to explore?  We are called to discern in a more careful manner.  By short handing the story one young woman was called a liar, “for trying to ride Cassie’s coattails,” the other has become the face of a movement that has a martyr that as a dead person will never betray the pedestal that she has been placed on. 

For the most part what the truth that happened ten years ago in a terrifying afternoon in a High School does not matter that much to us, and yet the web is still full of the lies that these  troubled young men were Jewish, Gay and targeting people.  It is not true so as seekers of love, seekers of light and seekers of the truth, what are we called to do and be in the world.  What are we discerning and reading that is knocking us out of our comfort?  

Some random thoughts for the week 

Be well 

Michele   
FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN

GOOD NEWS!  The Vestry has voted unanimously to call the Rev. John Jankowski to be our new priest-in-charge!  Rev. Jankowski has accepted our call, barring any housing or financial impediments.  Final details are being worked out, and a more formal announcement will be made when those are completed.  Rev. Jankowski and his wife, Jennifer, have a daughter, Alika, and a son, Nick.  They plan to move from Woodbury to St. Cloud, and we hope to have him start at St. John's on August 1.  Thanks for all your prayers in our process!

ACTIVITIES AND INFO
LUNCH BUNCH Join us for July Lunch Bunch potluck on Tuesday, July 14th.  Our special guests are the Rev. Bruce Henne and Penny Henne.  Rev. Henne was the priest at St. John’s from 1989 to 1999.  Since his retirement Rev. Bruce’s passion has been photography.  He will bring some of his photographs to display.  

All are welcome (regardless of age).  

Bring your favorite summer salad to share.

Please RSVP to Dorothy P. (253-8550) or Louise M. (253-1151)

BLUE GRASS AND BBQ
Needed:

1.  More volunteers!!  Volunteers are especially needed for the following committees: 

Set Up, Kitchen and Games 
2.  Items for the Silent Auction - Please have items to the church by Noon on Saturday, 
July 11.  Items will not be accepted after that time 
3.  Pop - Up canopies-  The Set Up committee needs 2 or 3 more Pop Up canopies ( 10 X 10 size preferred) Contact Jack and Anna McKenna if you can provide one.

COFFEE HOUR

Thank you to all who signed up on the Coffee Hour host schedule. A completed schedule will be in the mail shortly.

CUB FOODS RECEIPTS are due! It’s time to turn in your Cub Foods receipts from April, May and June.  As members of the Community Dollars Program we receive 1% of the total amount you have spent at Cub Food Stores.  The receipts must be from this quarter.  Receipts for the following are not accepted:  prescriptions, liquor, cigarettes, money orders, lottery tickets or gift certificates.

Receipts must be turned in by Friday July 3.  Please put them in Liz Feigh’s mailbox, or the Cub Foods mailbox in the parish hall (located at the far right end of the mail box units).
FOOD SHELF COLLECTION


RUBBA, DUBBA DUB—SOAPSUDS, SOAPSUDS!!

During the month of July “Sara” will be collecting soap products for the food shelf.  Bring in shampoo, face soap, hand soap, body soap, dish soap, laundry soap, cleaning soaps. . . .If it makes bubbles and cleans, it’s soap!

THANKS for June’s BABY, BABY, BABY collection.  “Sara” delivered a 94 pound, 64 item bundle of goods to the food shelf!
JULY CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.
Wed
  1
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church

Fri
  3
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins

Sat
  4
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM
Wed
  8
Department of Indian Works Meeting, 10 – 3


Renewal Group 5:45 at the church 

Fri
10
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins
Sat
11
New Covenant of Christ service and Potluck 2:30 PM
Sun
12
St. Benedict Center Eucharist, 2 PM



Blue Grass & BBQ, 4 – 7 PM
Tue
14
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 AM
Wed
15
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church
Thu
16
Building Committee Quarterly meeting

Fri
17
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins
Sat
18
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM
Sun
19
Sunday Forum: Outreach Committee, 8:30 AM
Wed
22
Outreach Committee Forum repeated, 7:30 PM

MINISTRY SCHEDULES

July 5  The 5th Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgy Ministers          9:30 AM                                     
Presider & Homilist   
The Rev. Michele Morgan       

Acolytes            
David H.
Lectors             
Bea, Doug, Tarryl, Priscilla, David, Michele, Sandy, Kathy
Chalice Ministers   
Brenda & David             

Accompanist         
Denise B                

Altar Guild            
Jack & Anna        

Communion Bread   
Susan A.       

Hospitality Ministers 
Louise & Phoebe
Ushers                   
Ivan & Marie
Offering Recorders  
Myra & Elsa 

Coffee                   
Susan A. & Denise B.
Cleaning Team       
David W.     
July 12, The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost

Liturgy Ministers       9:30 AM                         
Presider & Homilist  
The Rev. Michele Morgan 
Acolytes                 
Josh Nielsen-Wall
                            

Lectors                  
Mary M. & Elizabeth F.
 

Chalice Ministers     
Kathy W. & Mary B.                     
Accompanist           
Denise B                

Altar Guild                Gale
Communion Bread   
Susan A.
       

Hospitality Ministers  Jeff & Inese 

Ushers                    
Marlene S. & Dorothy T.
Offering Recorders    Jeanette, Judy & Elizabeth
Coffee       
TBA             


Cleaning Team      
Mary S. & family
CONTACT US!

The Sunday Service during the summer is at 9:30 AM

The Fall service schedule will begin on September 13. 
Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. Michele’s office hours are usually Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday, at various times.

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
