St. John’s Episcopal Church E-Newsletter

September 9, 2009
Called by God to be a Community that hears God’s word and does God’s work

Next weeks e-news will be posted on Thursday Sept 17.
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NOTES FROM FR. JOHN
Dear Friends,

This coming Sunday is Rally Sunday and marks the beginning of another regular church schedule, as we begin a new year of Christian Formation classes for all ages and the start of our Fall service schedule with worship at 8:30 and 10:30. Between the services, there will be an opportunity for you to visit a variety of tables set up in the parish hall that reflect all of the ministry offerings and opportunities available at St. John’s. Please take some time to learn about the different things going on, and consider what ministries you might want to offer your own time and talent. Maybe you would like to be an usher, acolyte, coffee hour host/hostess, reader, visitor or one of the many other offerings. If nothing else, visit all of the tables and you just might be surprised to see how many wonderful things are going on here.

Also when you come to church on Sunday, you will notice that some things will be done a little differently during the service. For one, our printed bulletin will include the entire service and will be re-used for a number of weeks leading up to the new liturgical year at Advent. So, please be sure to take home the announcement sheet for reference, but leave the bulletin behind so that we can continue to use them for upcoming services.

Some things will be changing in the liturgy as well, and over the next couple of weeks, I will make announcements prior to the service to remind everyone of the changes, and I will use this column to explain the rationale behind the changes themselves. That being said, please feel free to share with me your thoughts about what is or is not inspiring and uplifting to you, while also recognizing that sometimes it takes a little getting used to change before knowing for sure how one feels about it. But rather than “spilling the beans” right now, I will not comment on the changes until after Sunday, so that everyone can have an opportunity to experience it without to much pre-judgment.

Finally, beginning on Thursday, September 17th, I will be holding a weekly Bible Study from 7:30-8:30AM. This study will be a relatively informal discussion and reflection on the lectionary readings for the upcoming Sunday, and will be a wonderful opportunity for you to get a little more insight into the content of the readings you will be hearing. For those interested, the study will be followed by a brief “Morning Prayer” service. Because of the nature of following the lectionary readings, this study is perfect for anyone who wants to simply “drop in” because you won’t have necessarily missed anything that sets you behind the group. So improve your biblical literacy by “Waking up with Scripture” every Thursday morning. It’s a great way to start the day.

Grace & Peace,
Fr. john j
ACTIVITIES AND INFO
The fall service schedule begins this Sunday!

· Services are at 8:30 and 10:30.

· Sunday school registration will be held Sept 13; classes begin Sept. 20

· Adult Forum sessions will begin Sept. 20

· Choir rehearsals begin Sept. 16

· Thursday morning Bible Study begins Sept 17
PIG ROAST – SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2009 - 4:00 to 7:00 PM


Please join us for the annual pig roast.  Roasted pig, beverages, and dinnerware will be provided. Please bring a generous side dish to share.


There will be opportunity for fellowship, a campfire, singing and of course eating.  Sign up sheets are located in the narthex.


NEW this year is a quilt raffle.  A Star quilt has been donated by the Diocesan Department of Indian Works that meets at St. John's.  You may purchase chances for the quilt, starting Sunday, September 13. Chances are 1 for $2.00 or 3 for $5.00


See you there!!!  Parish Life 

CHOIR NOTES:  As fall approaches and we are in the flurry of getting back to everything it's also time for the St John's Choir to look forward to singing again. We will begin rehearsals Wednesday, September 16 at a new rehearsal time 7-8:30. The choir is open to anyone who would like to sing with us. We typically rehearse 2 Wednesdays a month and sing for 2 Sunday services a month at the 10:30 service. A more detailed schedule will be provided at choir rehearsal. Please be encouraged to join us for this wonderful ministry serving the worshiping community at St Johns. Any questions, contact Denise Bernard 259-8581 or email notablequilts@msn.com.
A NEW VENTURE!  We are in the process of making arrangements to have our Sunday services broadcast on the local public access channel (channel 12). As part of this, we are looking for a few people with production experience to form a group to help in the production and submission of the programs. If you are interested, please see Fr. John or Tom Peterson for more information.”

CEREAL FOR SARA:  Cheerios, Wheaties, Kix, Trix, Cocoa Puffs, Rice Krispies, Kashi, All-Bran, Oatmeal, Cream of Wheat, Malt O Meal....got the picture? In September, Sara will be collecting cereal for the food shelf. Help send kids back to school with a full tummy. Thank you!
THE SECRETARY will be out of the office from the 10th through the 15th.  She will be IN the office on the 16th – the 18th.

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.

Wed
9
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)

Thu 10 – Tue 15 Secretary out of office

Fri
11
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly)
Sat
12
New Covenant of Christ service & potluck 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
13
BEGIN 8:30 & 10:30 service schedule
Mon
14
Good Will / Easter Seals Training 8:30 – 5


Altar Guild meeting 7 PM at church
Tue
15
Good Will / Easter Seals Training 8:30 – 5
Wed
16
Secretary in office!



Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)



Choir Rehearsal 7 – 8:30 PM
Thu 
17
Bible Study 7:30 – 8:30 AM



Secretary in office!



ARC MN Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities meeting 5 – 9 PM
Fri
18
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly)
Sat
19
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Wed
23
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)

Thu
24
Vestry Meeting 6:00 PM

Fri
25
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly)
Sat
26
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
27
PIG ROAST!

SUNDAY SERVICE MINISTRY SCHEDULES
Sept. 13  The 15th Sunday after Pentecost: Eucharist

Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 


10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Jack

Ric & Branndie       

Lectors             
Brenda & Paul

Mary S. & Ric
Chalice Ministers   
Brenda

Marty & Katy 

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Jill & Florence
Communion Bread   
 
Mary S.
Hospitality Ministers 

Jeff & Inese
Ushers                   

Deb S. & Bill D.
Offering Recorders  

Elizabeth & Nancy
Coffee                   

Joe & Anne, Rob G.

Cleaning Team (9/14 – 9/20) 
TBA     


Sept 20, the 16th Sunday after Pentecost:  Eucharist
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 


10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Donny

Sam & Sarah       

Lectors             
Anna & Jack

Tano & Marlene D.
Chalice Ministers   
Anna

Gale & Marlene D. 

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Marlene D.
Communion Bread   
 
Mary S.

Hospitality Ministers 

Michelle & Bea
Ushers                   

Ivan & Marie
Offering Recorders  

Nancy & Elsa
Coffee                   

Nancy, Scott, Alan & Karrie
Cleaning Team (9/21-9/27) 

TBA     
CONTACT US!

The Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 with Christian Education classes for all ages at 9:30.

Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. John Jankowski is available for office visits Tuesday through Thursday 

from 1 PM – 4 PM and other times by appointment. 
E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
