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FR. JOHN’S MESSAGE

Dear Friends,

Just yesterday I was at the Home Depot picking up some light dimmers and noticed that they had already set out their Christmas display! Although I do enjoy seeing the displays every year, it does seem that they keep coming out earlier and earlier. However, my initial consternation was not because of the timing of erecting the displays, but simply the recognition of how quickly the time is flying by. Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Advent are right around the corner and it already feels as though there is not enough time to prepare.

Maybe that is why I must admit to feeling a bit swamped these days. There is simply a lot going on, with much still to do. Our Fall schedule is in full swing with Christian Education going on. Within the next month or so, we will be conducting Lay Ministry training sessions, Confirmation Discernment will be kicking off soon, we are updating our Web Site, and installing new Church management software. In addition, Safe Church Training needs to be scheduled, and our annual stewardship drive kicks off on October 18th.

With all of this going on, I am pleased by the hard work so many people are putting into continuing these ministries faithfully and effectively. Thanks to everyone who participated and helped make the Pig Roast a success. To Elizabeth, Nancy, John and Priscilla for their work and organization of Christian Education offerings. To Anne and Joe for their work on the Stewardship campaign. And to many others who have done work both great and small, publicly and behind-the-scenes.

However, just like a typical good-news-bad-news joke, although a number of people have done so much, there is still much to do. We are still looking for volunteers to assist with taping and submitting worship services to the cable company for broadcast on the cable access channel. Our Confirmation Discernment program will be needing mentors to work with the confirmands beginning around the first of the year. We may even be in need of some volunteers to do data entry in the office.

So please consider what you can do to help, not only in taking on a particular ministry, but in making it easier for those who are currently performing them. For example, you may not be qualified to lead Safe Church Training, but please make it a priority to accommodate the timing and attend a training session that will be scheduled by Priscilla and Alexis so that they do not have set aside multiple times of their own.

Along similar lines, I will be holding a training session for ushers, lectors and chalice bearers on Saturday, October 24th from 10AM-noon. Please set aside this time on your calendar to attend if you are participating in one of these ministries. Additional dates will be forthcoming for Eucharistic Visitors, Lay Worship Leaders and Acolytes. Again, please make it a priority to attend these sessions to respect the time and effort of the trainers.

Also, as was mentioned several weeks ago, please be sensitive to preserving a quiet time prior to Sunday worship service for those who would like to spend some time preparing for worship in quiet reflection and meditation. Try to keep extended conversations in the parish hall or save them for the coffee hour. If you are in the narthex, please use a soft voice. And if the ushers close the doors to the sanctuary, it is not intended to offend anyone, it is simply to preserve the quiet of the sanctuary for those who desire it.

And finally . . . . Go Minnesota Twins!!!

Grace & Peace,
Fr. john j
ACTIVITIES AND INFO
BISHOP SEARCH INFORMATION, Information is available in the parish hall or online at www.episcopalmn.org The candidate walkabout is Oct. 19 – 23.
PIG ROAST RESULTS: The pig cost $217.60, and we collected $446 for a net gain of $228.40!  The quilt raffle earned $245.  Peter Spindler won the quilt—it was the first thing he has ever won!  Congratulations Pete!

LUNCH BUNCH CHANGE:  Remember that Lunch Bunch has changed to the third Tuesday of the month.  The next lunch will be on October 20.  More info to come!

CREATE COMMUNITY EVENT:  the 4th Annual Continuing Conversations on Race lunch or Dinner event will be held on October 20 at Mi Famiglia Regency Center.  for detailed information and to register go to www.createcommunity.info This is free and open to the public.  Posters for the event are located in the parish hall.
GOBBLE GOBBLE GOBBLE!  It's Turkey Time again at Coburn's.  If you  don't quite fill up your turkey card or have cash register receipts from Coburn's, put them in Dorothy Paskvan's mailbox.  Catholic Charities Food Shelf Program will combine cards and then provide Thanksgiving turkeys for families.  Receipts must be dated 10/01/09 through 11/26/09.  Many thanks!!

OCTOBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.

Thu
8
Bible Study 7:30 – 8:30 AM 

Wed
7
Jr. & Sr. Hi Scavenger Hunt 5:30 – 7:30


Renewal Group help with scavenger hunt!
Fri
9
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly)
Sat
10
New Covenant of Christ service & potluck 2:30 PM (meets weekly)

Wed
14
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)


Choir Rehearsal 7 – 8:30 PM

Thu 
15
Bible Study 7:30 – 8:30 AM



Steiner Group Workshop, 8:30 AM – 9:00 PM



Building Committee Meeting

Fri
16
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 


Steiner Group Workshop, 8:30 AM – 9:00 PM
Sat
17
Steiner Group Workshop, 8:30 AM – 5:00 PM


Region III Meeting @ Resource Training Center 10 AM - noon 



New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly) 
Sun
18
8:30 & 10:30 service schedule



Potluck after 2nd service


Bella Vocè Rehearsal 4:30 – 6 PM
Tue
20
Lunch Bunch & Eucharist 11:30

Wed
21
Partners in Hope Training 8 – 4 


Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)
Thu
22
Partners in Hope Training 8 – 4


SUNDAY SERVICE MINISTRY SCHEDULES
Readings for Oct. 11, The 19th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 23 (Eucharist)


1st Lesson  
Job 23:1-9, 16-17


Psalm 

22:1-15


2nd Lesson  
Hebrews 4:12-16


Gospel

Mark 10:17-31

Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 


10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. Priscilla Gray      

Acolytes     
Tom R.

Ric & Pat       

Lectors             
Jack & Anna

Hattie & Nancy
Chalice Ministers   
Jack

Marty & Katy
Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Florence
Communion Bread   
 
Elsa
Hospitality Ministers 

Jeff & Inese
Ushers                   

Bill D. & Hi G.
Offering Recorders  

Judy & Myra
Coffee                   

Ric, Bea, Michelle & Daniel
Cleaning Team (10/12-10/18) 

Deb K. & Judy H.
Readings for Oct. 18, the 20th Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 24 (Eucharist)

1st Lesson
Job 38:1-7

Psalm

104:1-9, 25, 37c

2nd Lesson
Hebrews 5:1-10

Gospel

Mark 10:35-45
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 


10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Donny

Tano & Zack L.       

Lectors             
Alexis & Paul

Tano & Sandra
Chalice Ministers   
Tom R.

Marlene D. & Gale T.  

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Anne
Communion Bread   
 
Elsa
Hospitality Ministers 

Dorothy P & Marlene S.
Ushers                   

Daniel & Deb K.
Offering Recorders  

Elsa & Myra
Coffee                   

Dorothy P. & Louise
Cleaning Team (10/19-10/25) 

Nancy & Katy L.  
     
CONTACT US!

The Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 with Christian Education classes for all ages at 9:30.

Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. John Jankowski is available for office visits Tuesday through Thursday 


from 1 PM – 4 PM and other times by appointment. 

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
