St. John’s Episcopal Church E-Newsletter

October 28, 2009
Called by God to be a Community that hears God’s word and does God’s work

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS THIS WEEKEND!
The parking lot has stripes!! Take notice: we have reverted to the original parking plan.
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FR. JOHN’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,

As we are in the middle of our annual stewardship campaign, manifestations of faithful stewardship remain at the forefront of my mind. It seems particularly appropriate this week as our annual convention and electing convention for our new Bishop will be held this week, and on Sunday, we will celebrate All Saints’ Day. You may at first wonder what that has to do with stewardship. The answer is that they are all activities that call us out of our narrow self-interest and ask us to place ourselves in the wider workings toward the Kingdom of God, past, present and future.

The Diocesan convention and election of our new Bishop reminds us that although we are the community of St. John’s, we are also a part of a much larger community, beginning with the Diocese of Minnesota, the Episcopal Church in the US, the worldwide Anglican Communion, and the Church universal. We are not as isolated as we may think, because we are a part of a much larger body, a body to which we contribute through the ministry in our community as well as the contributions we make to the wider Anglican Communion to work for God’s mission and ministry throughout the world. It doesn’t take long to recognize the challenges that arise when we gather as a body to make decisions that affect the life of the Church. Conflict often arises as we seek to find the appropriate foundations and expressions of justice, mercy, equality and more. It reminds us that we must be stewards in faith, able to step beyond our bias and self-interest in order to support the common good and needs of all.

Then as we approach All Saints’ Day, we are reminded of the many that have gone before us that have shaped who we are and blessed us simply by their presence in our lives. We are reminded that we carry on a tradition handed down to us that although at times may need to be altered and re-formed to fit a new time and place, it must also be handled with care so that the blessings it has bestowed upon us can be carried on and handed down to those who follow. 

All this amounts to being stewards of our faith, rather than simply consumers of church services. Stewardship in the church is not like paying dues to a club for services rendered. Instead it is a joyful acceptance of the blessings we receive from participating in a community of faith, and then striving through personal prayer, way of life, and management of resources to ensure that the faith is brought forward in a lively way to those who shall follow us. The Church itself is a gift of God to the world intended as an expression of God’s grace. It is our call to be thankful for those who have bequeathed that gift to us, to share it with those around us, and to ensure it is handed down to the generations to follow. That is how we live into the Eucharistic Prayer in which we give thanks for all the Saints’ “past, present, and yet to come.”

Please keep your delegates Joe Graca and Anne Rich, as well as all those who will be attending convention this week in your prayers for openness to the presence of the Holy Spirit as they discern what is best for the Diocese at this week’s convention.

Especially hold in prayer the entire family of David Wall, whose parents were in a car accident this week. For David’s mother Ida Mae who died in the crash and for hope and healing for his father who was seriously injured and remains hospitalized.

Finally, this coming Sunday, November 1st is the end of daylight saving time, so please re-set your clocks. Also, in celebration of All Saints’, please bring something for a remembrance of a loved one (a photo, favorite hat, keepsake or other memento). At the start of the service we will place them around the chancel and light candles in celebration of their memories.

Grace & Peace,
Fr. john j
 

ACTIVITIES AND INFO
NOVEMBER 1 IS ALL SAINTS’ DAY and the ending of Daylight Saving time!
 
This year we have implemented an Intergenerational Activity on the first Sunday of each month.  November’s event is an Intergenerational hymn sing.  We will gather around the piano in the sanctuary at 9:30 and Denise will play requests.  (You may wish to look through the blue and green hymnals ahead of time). At 10:00 the youth will adjourn to their classrooms to prepare banners and items for the procession.  As Fr. John has indicated in his message above, all are invited to bring memorabilia, icons or artifacts of “saints” they know to decorate the church.

FALL CLEANUP SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7th


Come one, come all- bring a friend and lend a helping hand.



Share your cleaning talents by signing up today!




Tom Peterson will be offering free vacuuming lessons!

Fun starts Sat. at 8 am
WANTED: Please bring in magazines that have great pictures/photos so we can look, cut and paste some of them for a project on Nov 8th.  We will be talking about how we are touched by this great world, and how we touch and want to reach out to others of the world.   Thank you.                  "Its All God's First" 
(Please put the magazines on top of the mailboxes)  
FOOD SHELF INFORMATION


SARA IS COLLECTING THANKSGIVING FOOD ITEMS for the month of November.   Please bring boxed potato dishes, canned pumpkin pie filling, cranberries, green beans, vegetables, boxed stuffing mixes, and any other favorite Thanksgiving items.  Food will be taken to Catholic Charities on Monday, November 23rd.  These items, along with the Coburn's turkey cards and receipts, will provide families with a Thanksgiving meal.  Thank you for your donations.


OODLES OF NOODLES  Sara collected 77 pasta items for the food shelf this month.   THANKS!
TURKEY GOBBLE GOBBLE GOBBLE!  It's Turkey Time again at Coburn's.  If you don't quite fill up your turkey card or have cash register receipts from Coburn's, put them in Dorothy Paskvan's mailbox.  Catholic Charities Food Shelf Program will combine cards and then provide Thanksgiving turkeys for families.  Receipts must be dated 10/01/09 through 11/26/09.  Many thanks!!

The Great River Anthroposophical Circle and Unity Spiritual Center will be presenting a production of THE INCARNATION OF THE LOGOS, at the Unity Spiritual Center, 327 9th Ave. South, St. Cloud on Saturday, November 14, 2:00 PM.  Tickets, $10.00

See the poster in the parish hall for more information, or call/e-mail Mary Swank (253- 0754, mary.mariachi@gmail.com)

OCTOBER -NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.

Wed
28
Choir rehearsal 7 – 8:30 PM

Thu 
29
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM
Fri
30
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 
Fri-Sat 30/31  Diocesan Convention

Sat
31
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sat/Sun 31/1  Daylight Saving Time Ends—FALL BACK

NOVEMBER


Sun
1
Swank Private Piano Student Recitals 1 – 4 PM



Bella Vocè Rehearsal 4:30 – 6 PM

Mon
2
Altar Guild Meeting7 PM

Wed
4
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)
Thu 
5
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM


Bake Sale planning meeting, 7 PM

Fri
6
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 
Sat
7
Fall cleaning of building.  (see above for details)


New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
8
Bella Vocè Rehearsal 4:30 – 6 PM 
Wed
11
Department of Indian Works Meeting, 10 – 4
Thu
12
Partners in Hope training 8-4
Sat
14
New Covenant of Christ service& potluck 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
15
Stewardship Ingathering



Potluck Sunday



Bella Vocè Rehearsal 4:30 – 6 PM

Tue
17
Lunch Bunch 11:30

Thu
19
Vestry Meeting 6 PM

Wed
25
Thanksgiving Eve service 7:00 PM
SUNDAY SERVICE MINISTRY SCHEDULES
Readings for Nov. 1, All Saints’  Sunday (Eucharist)

1st Lesson
Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9

Psalm

24

2nd Lesson
Revelation 21:1-6a

Gospel

John 11:32-44

Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 


10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Jack

Sam & Sarah       

Lectors             
Paul

Marlene D. & Elizabeth
Eucharistic Ministers   Paul

Marlene D. & Anne  

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Jill
Communion Bread   
 
Kathy M.
Hospitality Ministers 

Marie & Elsa
Ushers                   

Dorothy T. & Rosie
Offering Recorders  

Myra & Jeanette
Coffee                   

Barb & Kerry, Ken & Alison
Cleaning Team (11/2-11/8) 

Tom & Marty  
 
Readings for Nov. 8, The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 27 (Eucharist)


1st Lesson  
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17

Psalm 

127

2nd Lesson  
Hebrews 9:24-28

Gospel

Mark 12:38-44
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 
Oct. 25
10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Jack

Branndie & Pat       

Lectors             
Brenda

Mary S. & Sandy H.
Eucharistic Ministers  Brenda

Marty & Rosie
Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Anne & Gale
Communion Bread   
 
Kathy M.
Hospitality Ministers 

Hi & Louise
Ushers                   

Marlene S. & Deb S.
Offering Recorders  

Elizabeth & Barb
Coffee                   

David & Margaret, Inese & Jeff
Cleaning Team (11/9-11/15) 

Deb K. & Judy H.
    
CONTACT US!

The Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 with Christian Education classes for all ages at 9:30.

Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. John Jankowski is available for office visits Tuesday through Thursday 


from 1 PM – 4 PM and other times by appointment. 

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
