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FR. JOHN’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,

Just a random thought as I bumble through the day: As I said good-bye to my daughter Alika this morning, I told her that I was going to work. I used to tell her that I was going to Church, but I can no longer do that. I have to say that I am going to work. Because if I make the mistake of telling her that I am going to Church, she will immediately start begging and pleading for her to come along too. She loves coming to Church. It usually seems to be the highlight of her week.

I’m sure mostly it is because it appeals to the “little Diva” in her. She gets to be in a new space and gets plenty of attention from the many gracious and welcoming people here at St. John’s as well as the other children who play with her. She occasionally gets to be the star of the show, coming up to the front in the middle of a sermon or prayer. And she loves receiving the bread at Communion. Not to mention the fact that she gets juice and treats at the coffee hour.

However, I am struck by the simple fact that she is so excited about the opportunity to go to Church, and it makes me think of Jesus’ statement that “the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to such as these.” It reminds me that so many of us unfortunately sometimes see going to Church as an obligation, rather than seeing it as a joyous opportunity to gather within a Community that loves us, that values us and that nurtures and supports us. I think sometimes that is the case because we are able to understand acceptance and welcome as our Christian duties (which we seem to live well in this place) but we don’t always take it to the deeper level of truly loving. Perhaps because we have not experienced it for ourselves, but often I think it is because such loving makes us vulnerable to being hurt. It is easier to express grace in forgiveness than it is to express it in love, because rather than offering a pardon, we have to offer ourselves, revealing our own joys and sorrows.

Last night I watched the movie “East of Eden” starring James Dean and at a climactic point of the movie, Cal (James Dean) says to his judging and disapproving father, “all my life you’ve forgiven me over and over, but you never once loved me.” A profound statement to be sure, and a great reminder of what it means to be a Christian community. Because it means that we not only accept and forgive, but we go the deeper step of loving. Love and joy go hand in hand. And if we can continue in our Christian journey to develop the deeper and deeper capacity to love, we can set aside our own fears and understand and become a Church that is the safest place we can ever know, and then perhaps we can experience that unbounded and innocent joy of a child that is truly excited to be there.

Grace & Peace,
Fr. john j
 

ACTIVITIES AND INFO
STEWARDSHIP FALL 09:  In light of our discussions and prayer about giving time, talent, treasure and presence, we invite you to come to the church Saturday morning Nov. 7 to be a part of ministry in action for our Fall Church Clean Up.  Share a few laughs, learn a bit about the operation of the church as you complete a task with other great folks "doing the work we have been given to do", inside the building and out.    "A burden shared is half the burden...a joy shared is twice the joy"...Saturday you'll get to experience both in action!  (Good treats too!) Fun starts Sat. at 8 am, but come when you can.

STEWARDSHIP POTLUCK - Sunday, November 15, 2009 - after the 10:30 AM Service.  Let us share of our abundance with one another.  Sign up sheets are in the narthex.  - Parish Life

THE GREAT COFFEE HOUR HOST SIGN-UP.

It is that time again to pick your Sunday for hosting coffee hour for January 2010 through June 2010.  Sign up sheets are located in the narthex.

A time will be assigned to you if you do not sign up.  If this is a ministry that you do not want to participate in please contact the church office or Brenda Barrett at 290-0876.  (Please sign up by Dec. 13) -  Parish Life

CARING BRIDGE WEB LINK: This is the link to the Caring Bridge website for David Wall’s father Earl.   http://www.caringbridge.org/visit/earlwall  Please keep the family in your prayers. 
WANTED: Please bring in magazines that have great pictures/photos so we can look, cut and paste some of them for a project on Nov 8th.  We will be talking about how we are touched by this great world, and how we touch and want to reach out to others of the world.   Thank you.                  "Its All God's First" 
(Please put the magazines on top of the mailboxes)  
SARA IS COLLECTING THANKSGIVING FOOD ITEMS for the month of November.   Please bring boxed potato dishes, canned pumpkin pie filling, cranberries, green beans, vegetables, boxed stuffing mixes, and any other favorite Thanksgiving items.  Food will be taken to Catholic Charities on Monday, November 23rd.  These items, along with the Coburn's turkey cards and receipts, will provide families with a Thanksgiving meal.  Thank you for your donations.


TURKEY CARDS:  It's Turkey Time again at Coburn's.  If you don't quite fill up your turkey card or have cash register receipts from Coburn's, put them in Dorothy Paskvan's mailbox.  Catholic Charities Food Shelf Program will combine cards and then provide Thanksgiving turkeys for families.  Receipts must be dated 10/01/09 through 11/26/09.  Many thanks!!
NOVEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.

Wed
4
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)
Thu 
5
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM


Bake Sale planning meeting, 7 PM

Fri
6
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 
Sat
7
Fall cleaning of building.  (see above for details)


New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
8
Bella Vocè Rehearsal 4:30 – 6 PM 
Wed
11
Department of Indian Works Meeting, 10 – 4


Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)
Thu
12
Partners in Hope training 8-4


Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM
Fri
13
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 
Sat
14
New Covenant of Christ service& potluck 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
15
Stewardship Ingathering


Potluck Sunday



RESCHEDULED: Swank Private Piano Student Recitals 1 – 4 PM 



Bella Vocè Rehearsal 4:30 – 6 PM

Tue
17
Lunch Bunch 11:30
Wed
18
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM 



Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)


Choir rehearsal 7 – 8:30 PM

Thu
19
Vestry Meeting 6 PM

Fri
20
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 
Sat
21
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Wed
25
Thanksgiving Eve service 7:00 PM
Thu & Fri, 26 & 27  OFFICE CLOSED  Happy Thanksgiving!
SUNDAY SERVICE MINISTRY SCHEDULES
Readings for Nov. 8, The 23rd Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 27 (Eucharist)


1st Lesson  
Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17

Psalm 

127

2nd Lesson  
Hebrews 9:24-28

Gospel

Mark 12:38-44
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 

10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Jack

Branndie & Pat       

Lectors             
Brenda

Mary S. & Sandy H.
Eucharistic Ministers  Brenda

Marty & Rosie
Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Anne & Gale
Communion Bread   
 
Kathy M.
Hospitality Ministers 

Hi & Louise
Ushers                   

Marlene S. & Deb S.
Offering Recorders  

Elizabeth & Barb
Coffee                   

David & Margaret, Inese & Jeff
Cleaning Team (11/9-11/15) 

Deb K. & Judy H.
   
Readings for Nov. 15, the 24th Sunday after Pentecost , Proper 28 (Eucharist)

1st Lesson
1 Samuel 1:4-20

The Response
 1 Samuel 2:1-10

2nd Lesson
Hebrews 10:11-14,19-25

Gospel

Mark 13:1-8
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 


10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Donny

Andezu & Zack       

Lectors             
Brenda

Heather & Bea
Eucharistic Ministers   Brenda

Marlene & Bea  

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Anne & Joe
Communion Bread   
 
Kathy M.
Hospitality Ministers 

Dorothy P. & Phoebe
Ushers                   

Bill & Dorothy T.
Offering Recorders  

Jeanette & Nancy
Coffee                   

Karl & Mary; Tom & Alexis
Cleaning Team (11/16-11/22) 

Nancy & Katy  
 
CONTACT US!

The Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 with Christian Education classes for all ages at 9:30.

Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. John Jankowski is available for office visits Tuesday through Thursday 


from 1 PM – 4 PM and other times by appointment. 

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
