St. John’s Episcopal Church E-Newsletter

November 25, 2009
Called by God to be a Community that hears God’s word and does God’s work

Thanksgiving Eve service, 7:00 PM tonight!
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This week’s message comes from the Diocese

Activities & Info


MEN’S MINISTRY 11/27, No meeting 

ADVENT EVENT THIS SUNDAY!

FIFTH SUNDAY FULL PLATE 11/29


ST. JOHN’S ART SALE, BAKE SALE & RAFFLE Dec. 12 & 13

CUB FOODS RECIEPTS

INTERGENERATIONAL STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS 


“BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH” 

THANKS FROM SARA & TURKEY CARDS 

HOME DELIVERED MEALS DEC. 7 - 11

CHRISTMAS ALTAR DEDICATIONS

THE GREAT COFFEE HOUR HOST SIGN-UP



COFFEE HOSTS NEEDED FOR DEC. 27

Calendar

Thanksgiving Eve ministry schedule
Sunday service ministry schedules for Nov. 29 & Dec. 6
Contact Us

This week’s message comes from the Diocese
An Advent Letter to the Diocese from Bishop Jelinek

Beloved in Christ,

As we begin Advent this year, I am very conscious not just about endings, but about beginnings. A dream I had at the time of our Diocesan Convention about beautiful azure blue Caribbean waters and light sand beaches let me know that I am beginning to let go of this ministry and responsibility to be open to something new -- at least some months of relaxation and leisure, and a trip to Puerto Rico to spend some time alone with Marilyn and

then with some friends. Then I will get engaged again in some form of ministry.

I am enjoying watching Bishop-elect Brian Prior begin his ministry with the Diocese of Minnesota, even as he concludes another with people he loves deeply and has served a long time. I like his questioning and the way he listens. I hear in his conversations that he already knows some things about us and is not merely impressed but genuinely moved

by our long, rich history in which God has made us a blessedly varied community. I like watching Brian interact with staff with respect and attentiveness. I love to hear him talk about Staci and their sons, Brooks and Gage, for his love and joy are so lively. Being the "techie dinosaur" that I am, I am more than a bit jealous that he not only is skillful in this area, his sons will help him get up to speed where he needs help.

I have suggested to Brian that he feel free to write you as a diocese or in various groupings as he prepares to move here and work with you as bishop. I want him and the diocese to have as smooth a transition as possible, and as we all know, he will have to "hit the ground running."

Please keep him and his family in your prayers, for you have no idea how much your prayers sustain us.







* * * * *
Advent is a season for looking ahead. We are waiting, waiting for something to come among us, to rise up within us, to come upon us. Historically, we join our ancestor Mary in waiting for her son Jesus to be born. She lived in a world beset by war, military occupation, economic hardship, inadequate health care, and she endured the prejudices of others. How like the Marys and Marias and Mariahs of Bethlehem today! How like her sisters in so many cultures, surrounded by poverty and chaos, and yet still nurturing not only a baby in the womb, but a fervent hope in her soul that this child to come would be the fulfillment of a promise, would bring promise, would be promise.

It takes a lot to harbor hope in one’s soul, and that is our journey as we wait for the Christ to be born again and again, year after year. By the time Advent comes each year, we have seen so many of our dreams and expectations fade or explode, and the act of hoping itself becomes near impossible. And then again, we hear the familiar stories about Mary and Joseph, their waiting and journey, and the birth of Jesus who is hope come true. And when we take the time—it does take time to listen—we open ourselves not merely to a story filled with nostalgia and sentiment—for that is never enough to renew us—we open ourselves to bear hope again.

My hope is that we shall do this as the Diocese of Minnesota, as well as in our individual lives, so that Christ may be born once again in us, born as an urgency for mission, a compassion for suffering, a companionship in ministry, and a commitment to journey into the longings of God’s heart for peace, for justice, for reconciliation.
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A blessed Advent of waiting and listening to you!
ACTIVITIES AND INFO
MEN’S MINISTRY will not meet on 11/27 (Black Friday, shudder.  Wise choice gentelmen).  If you are interested in joining the Men’s Night Out at A Deep Camp Christmas, Thursday, Dec. 17, 7:30 PM at the Paramount Theater, contact Joe G. TODAY!

ADVENT EVENT THIS SUNDAY! November 29, from 9:30-10:20 is the Intergenerational Advent Event! Bring your wreath forms! We will be telling a Godly Play story, making Advent wreaths, prayer chains, and more!! This event is for EVERYONE. Come and prepare for the season of Advent.

FIFTH SUNDAY FULL PLATE THIS SUNDAY, Nov. 29th.  The loose plate collection on the fifth Sunday of the month is given to a local charity.  
A SPECIAL THANKS To Our Saint John’s Family:


We have been deeply touched and are grateful for all of your prayers, your voices of comfort, your hugs, your cards, your postings on Caring Bridge, and the beautiful flowers that were at the church in Wichita.  The memorial service for Ida and Earl was a true celebration of their lives and their ministry to Christ through His church, with more than 400 people in attendance including 30 Lutheran clergy in clerical garb.  When the 40 voice choir (from the balcony) processed us in to “Lift High the Cross” it was an angelic choir signing from on high.  And we bid them farewell as we all went “On Our Way Rejoicing” knowing that they fought the good fight, finished the race, kept the faith, and today are at home with Christ having taken up their crowns of righteousness.

With much love and gratitude, David, Margaret, Pat and Josh

ST. JOHN’S ART SALE, BAKE SALE & RAFFLE 

Sat., Dec. 12, 2009 -- 9 AM ~ 1:00 PM
Sun., Dec. 13, 2009 – 8 AM ~ 12 Noon

POTTERY & ART SALE: Select from a variety of unique items, perfect for gift giving.  All made by members of St. John’s. The artists include, Rita Bartlett, Priscilla Gray, Kathy Wiant and Brenda Barrett.

BAKED ITEMS NEEDED: SIGN UP if you can bring baked items or if you can volunteer to help with the sale. We need sweet breads, pies, cookies, candies, snack mixes, etc. Items for bake sale need to be delivered to the church by 7PM Fri., Dec. 11.  If you have any questions, see Judy Rataczak


COOKIE WALK -- select the exact cookies that you want.  They will be sold by the dozen.


RAFFLE: “Nativity” a quilted wall hanging made and donated by Judy Rataczak.
 Raffle tickets are $ 2.00 each or 3 for $ 5.00
CUB FOODS RECIEPTS from this quarter will be due at the end of December.  With all of the holiday shopping you will be doing in the next few weeks don’t forget to save the receipts from Cub Foods for the Community Dollars program. Funds generated are used by the Youth Groups.

INTERGENERATIONAL STEWARDSHIP PROJECTS: On the first Sundays in January, February and March we will be cutting out fleece fabric for prayer blankets, lap pads and new baby blankets.  Donations of fabric are needed! (Either scraps or new purchases). Check the Hancock Fabrics ad this week.  2 pieces of coordinating fleece are needed for each blanket: 1¼ yards for baby blankets or 1½ yards for adults.

We will also be working on knitting and crocheting projects.  More information about specific yarn needs will be posted.

“BRING A FRIEND TO CHURCH” will be a Stewardship focus for this next year. Advent is a great time to begin sharing the blessings and beauty of the season with others at our services and activities.

MANY THANKS FROM SARA for your Thanksgiving donations to the food shelf. TURKEY CARDS can be turned in to Dorothy until Monday.  Your generosity will help give many families a happier holiday!

  
HOME DELIVERED MEALS is upon us again.  We are scheduled to make deliveries December 7 – 11.  If you can assist with this most important ministry please call Nancy Spanos at 251-2337 as soon as possible.

ST. ANNE’S ALTAR GUILD is now accepting dedications and memorials for the annual CHRISTMAS FLOWER AND TREE FUND.  Dedication forms are available in the parish hall and on the narthex table.  The deadline for publication of your dedication is December 17.

THE 2010 GREAT COFFEE HOUR HOST SIGN-UP is posted in the narthex, awaiting your signature for January through June dates. A time will be assigned to you if you do not sign up.  If this is a ministry that you do not want to participate in please contact the church office or Brenda B. at 290-0876.  (Please sign up by Dec. 13)-Parish Life Committee
HOSTS NEEDED FOR DEC. 27: Katy L. and Mary B. are asking for your assistance!
Neither of them will be able to be at church on Sunday Dec. 27 to do their scheduled coffee hour. Is anyone available to take this date, or trade for another date?  As a note of information, we will be baptizing Logan Elizabeth Gonsior, daughter of Tia (Rich) and Zach Gonsior. Please contact Katy at 203-7003 if you can help.
NOVEMBER - DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.

Wed
25
Thanksgiving Eve service 7:00 PM
Thu & Fri, 26 & 27  OFFICE CLOSED  Happy Thanksgiving!
Fri
27
Men’s Ministry Group, not meeting today
Sat
28
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
December
Wed
2
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)


Choir rehearsal 7 – 8:30 PM

Thu
3
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM 



Parish Life Meeting 7 PM
Fri
4
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 


Lessons & Carols with Bella Vocè Consort, 7:30 PM

Sat
5
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Mon
7
Altar Guild Meeting, 7 PM

Mon 7 – Fri 11  Home Delivered Meals 

Tue or Wed 8/9 Department of Indian Works meeting 10 - 3

Thu
10
Partners in Hope Workshop, 8 AM – 4 PM
Sat 
12
Bake Sale and Art Sale 9 AM – 1 PM


New Covenant of Christ service& potluck 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
13
Bake Sale and Art Sale 8 AM – Noon

Tue
15
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 AM

Sun
20
Advent Pageant @ 10:30 service & Potluck following service

MINISTRY SCHEDULES for SUNDAY & HOLIDAY SERVICES
Readings for Nov. 25, Thanksgiving Eve Service, 7:00 PM

1st Lesson
Joel 2:21-27



Psalm
 
126

2nd Lesson
1 Timothy 2:1-7

Gospel

Matthew 6:25-33
Liturgy Ministers       7:00 PM Nov. 25



Presider & Homilist   
The Rev. John Jankowski
Acolytes     
Available

Lector             
Nancy D.

Eucharistic Minister   Paul S.

 

Accompanist         
Denise B. 

Altar Guild            
Jack & Anna

Communion Bread   
Kathy M.
Ushers                   
Marie S.
Readings for Nov. 29, The First Sunday of Advent, Morning Prayer

1st Lesson
Jeremiah 33:14-16


Psalm
 
25:1-9


2nd Lesson
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13


Gospel
Luke 21:25-36

Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 
NOV. 29

10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   
        The Rev. Priscilla Gray 

Acolytes     
NA

NA

Lectors             
Mary B.

Mary S. & Ric
Eucharistic Ministers   NA

NA  

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Jack & Anna

Communion Bread   
 NA

Hospitality Ministers 
Jeff & Inese

Ushers                   

Daniel W. & Marlene S.

Offering Recorders  
Jeanette & Judy

Coffee                   

Bill & Mary M.; Tom & Mary D.

Cleaning Team (11/30-12/6) 
Tom & Marty  

Readings for Dec. 6, The Second Sunday of Advent


1st Lesson  
  Baruch 5:1-9


The Response   Canticle 16




2nd Lesson  
  Philippians 1:3-11



Gospel

  Luke 3:1-6

Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM      DEC.  6

10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
TBA

TBA       

Lectors             
Anna Mc.

Marlene D. & Ric
Eucharistic Ministers  Jack Mc.

Marlene D. & Katy L.
Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Florence & Gale
Communion Bread   
 
Alexis 
Hospitality Ministers 

Deb S. & Dorothy P.
Ushers                   

Deb. K & Dorothy T.
Offering Recorders  

Elsa & Barb
Coffee                   

Jim & Kathy W.; Jen J. & Parker W.

Cleaning Team (12/7-12/13) 

Louise & Kathy W.

CONTACT US!

The Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 with Christian Education classes for all ages at 9:30.

Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. John Jankowski is available for office visits Tuesday through Thursday 


from 1 PM – 4 PM and other times by appointment. 

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
