St. John’s Episcopal Church E-Newsletter

December 9, 2009
Called by God to be a Community that hears God’s word and does God’s work

The St. John’s Annual Parish Meeting has been scheduled for Sunday January 17, 2010.  We will hold only the 10:30 service, followed by a potluck lunch and the meeting.
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FR. JOHN’S MESSAGE
Dear Friends,

Details, details, details, and other goings-on: 

As we wind down the calendar year, the Church annually submits a “Parochial Report” to the Diocesan Office which is then registered with the National Church. This report includes membership statistics. Because of this, I would like to get our statistics a little more accurately tracked. This means that for those who have been members of another church prior to coming to St. John’s, but did not subsequently have your membership officially transferred, please check with Peg in the church office to make sure that you are properly accounted for. In addition, if you come from a different faith tradition, but now consider yourself to be, or would like to be an official member of the Episcopal Church, please contact the office to let us know. 

Our new Bishop will be visiting at the end of April, which is an ideal time to do the formal confirmation and reception of members into the Church. Prior to that time, depending on your specific situation, we may need to hold some “new member” classes in order to prepare for the formal reception. I know this may sound like a lot of bothersome details, but it is a process that not only allows us to accurately track parish statistics, but also provides a traditional, communal and liturgical rite for formally welcoming new members as part of the faith community. As a side note, when the bishop visits, current formal members will have the opportunity to reaffirm their baptismal vows as well.

Speaking of confirmation, we will begin convening a confirmation discernment group to prepare for confirmation when the Bishop is here. I currently have a list of young people who will be receiving a letter regarding the program within the next day or so. If there are any others who wish to be confirmed, please contact the Church office and I will make arrangements to provide appropriate preparation and instruction.

Also, as part of the program for our younger confirmands, each will be partnered with a mentor to provide some guidance and discussion. The requirements for a mentor is that they have a mature and dedicated faith, are good listeners, enjoy the company of youth, and have participated in “Safe Church” training as required for all those working with youth in the Diocese of Minnesota. The time commitment is basically to meet with the confirmand a couple of times per month to discuss and complete a mentoring workbook. All materials and information is provided for you. 

Age does not matter. Those in there 20’s can be great mentors, but seniors can as well, all it takes is a mature faith, a listening ear and a willingness to share. If you are able to fill one of these roles, please do so. Not only will it be a wonderful and valuable service to our youth, but it can also be a great opportunity for you to further deepen your faith by walking alongside one of our youth on their journey.

Speaking of our youth, at the present time we do not have a dedicated youth minister or the volunteers available to kick off an extensive youth program, especially for our older teens. In light of that, I commend to the youth of the parish, and to their parents, a program called “Young Life.” In short, it is a non-denominational youth ministry that seeks to gather young people together for fellowship and growth in their relationship with Jesus Christ. Meetings are often held at member’s homes and are led by trained youth pastors. My son Nick has been involved in several of the meetings and I’m sure would be happy to share his thoughts with any of the young folks who would like to hear a first-hand account. Although the group is not specifically affiliated with St. John’s or the Episcopal Church, as a non-denominational ministry, they are still a resource for the ongoing faith journeys of our youth. For more information, you can check their web-site at: http://sites.younglife.org/sites/stcloud/default.aspx 

Speaking of more information, please remember that this Saturday, December 12th, St. John’s is helping out with Salvation Army Bell Ringing. The schedule is not yet filled up for the day. If you can possibly take a time slot during the day to help out, please see the information below and sign up for this valuable service. Every little bit helps.

Be well, embrace the grace, and enjoy a blessed Advent Season!

Grace & Peace,
Fr. john j
 
ACTIVITIES AND INFO
HOME DELIVERED MEALS THANKS! to all our delivery volunteers: Doug C., Bill D., Mary D., Nancy D-P, Louise, Marty, Dorothy P., Mary S., Don & Sandy, Jim & Judy, David W., Marlene S. and especially to Nancy Spanos, our volunteer organizer!  Many thanks to all of you for your dedication!
ST. JOHN’S ART SALE, BAKE SALE & RAFFLE 

Sat., Dec. 12, 2009 -- 9 AM ~ 1:00 PM
Sun., Dec. 13, 2009 – 8 AM ~ 12 Noon

POTTERY & ART SALE: Select from a variety of unique items, perfect for gift giving.  All made by members of St. John’s. The artists include, Rita Bartlett, Priscilla Gray, Kathy Wiant and Brenda Barrett.

BAKED ITEMS NEEDED: SIGN UP if you can bring baked items or if you can volunteer to help with the sale. We need sweet breads, pies, cookies, candies, snack mixes, etc. Items for bake sale need to be delivered to the church by 7PM Fri., Dec. 11.  If you have any questions, see Judy Rataczak


COOKIE WALK -- select the exact cookies that you want.  They will be sold by the dozen.


RAFFLE: “Nativity” a quilted wall hanging made and donated by Judy Rataczak.
 Raffle tickets are $ 2.00 each or 3 for $ 5.00
SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING Dec 12, at the Centennial Plaza Coborn’s (Veteran’s Drive, near the Food Co-op). Available times are 9:00 AM, 10:00 AM & 3:00-8:00 PM.  The contact person at Salvation Army is Brandy, 257-7423, or you call Rob Galler.
HOLIDAY LUNCH BUNCH Tuesday Dec. 15.  Eucharist is at 11:30 followed by a potluck meal.   Bring a dish to share and a guest or two!  Desert and punch will be provided.  During dessert Fr. John will provide a bit of entertainment!  
Please RSVP to Dorothy at 253-8550 or Louise 253-1151.

ST. ANNE’S ALTAR GUILD will accept dedications and memorials for the annual CHRISTMAS FLOWER AND TREE FUND until December 17. Dedication forms are available in the parish hall and on the narthex table.  

The deadline for signing up to HOST COFFEE HOUR IN 2010 is this Sunday! Sunday is your last chance to sign up for a slot or a time will be assigned to you. If this is a ministry that you do not want to participate in please contact the church office or Brenda B. at 290-0876.  (Please sign up by Dec. 13)-Parish Life Committee
DECEMBER FOOD SHELF.  During the month of December Sara will be collecting toilet paper for the Food Shelf!  This is a much needed item there.  So bring Charmin, Cottonelle, Northern, Scott, Green Forest, Angel Soft or any other brand.  Any type of toilet paper (triple, double, single, plush, ultra plush, strong, ultra strong, plus lotion) is needed. 

CUB FOODS RECIEPTS from this quarter will be due at the end of December.  With all of the holiday shopping you will be doing in the next few weeks don’t forget to save the receipts from Cub Foods for the Community Dollars program. Funds generated are used by the Youth Groups.
DECEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS AT ST. JOHN’S  

            The events in italics are outside groups who will be using the building.

Mon 7 – Fri 11  Home Delivered Meals 

Wed 
9 
Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)
Thu
10
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM 



Partners in Hope Workshop, 8 AM – 4 PM
Fri
11
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 
Sat 
12
Bake Sale and Art Sale 9 AM – 1 PM


New Covenant of Christ service& potluck 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
13
Bake Sale and Art Sale 8 AM – Noon



Private Piano Recitals 6:30 – 9 PM (wrong date published last week)
Tue
15
Lunch Bunch, 11:30 AM

Wed
16
Department of Indian Works meeting 10 – 3 (rescheduled due to weather)



Renewal Group 5:45 at the church (meets weekly)
Thu
17
Bible Study 9:00 – 10:00 AM 



Vestry Meeting, 6 PM

Fri
18
Men’s Ministry Group, 6:30 AM, Sartell Perkins (meets weekly) 


Sat
19
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
20
Advent Pageant @ 10:30 service. Potluck following service with hanging of 


the greens included in the mix.
Thu
24
Christmas Eve Hymn Sing 7:30 PM; Eucharist at 8:00 PM

Fri
25
Christmas Day Eucharist 10:00 AM

Sat
26
New Covenant of Christ service 2:30 PM (meets weekly)
Sun
27
Services at 8:30 and 10:30 as usual

MINISTRY SCHEDULES for SUNDAY SERVICES
Readings for Dec. 13, The Third Sunday of Advent

1st Lesson
Zephaniah 3:14-20

The Response  Canticle 9

2nd Lesson
Philippians 4:4-7

Gospel
Luke 3:7-18
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM 
Dec. 13

10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   
        The Rev. John Jankowski 

Acolytes     
Jack

Sam & Sarah

Lectors             
Alexis

Karl & Rob
Eucharistic Ministers   Tom R.

Ivan & Branndie  

Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

Florence & Gale
Communion Bread   
Alexis
Hospitality Ministers 
Marie S. & Phoebe
Ushers                   

Hi & Elsa
Offering Recorders  
Jeanette & Myra
Coffee                   

Florence O.; Loren G. & Mary W.-G.
Cleaning Team (12/14-12/20) 
Nancy D-P & Katy L.  

Readings for Dec. 20, The Fourth Sunday of Advent


1st Lesson  
  Micah 5:2-5a

The Response   Canticle 15




2nd Lesson  
  Hebrews 10:5-10



Gospel

  Luke 1:39-55
Liturgy Ministers       8:30 AM      DEC.  20

10:30 AM
Presider & Homilist   

The Rev. John Jankowski      

Acolytes     
Tom R.

Andezu & Branndie       

Lectors             
Paul

Bea & Sandy
Eucharistic Ministers  Paul

Bea & Karrie
Accompanist         

Denise B. 

Altar Guild            

TBA
Communion Bread   
 
Alexis 

Hospitality Ministers 

Michelle H. & Louise
Ushers                   

Bill D. & Daniel W.
Offering Recorders  

Judy H. & Barb

Coffee                   

Gina & Rob; Jeanette B.; Deb S.
Cleaning Team (12/21-12/27) 

David W.
CONTACT US!

The Sunday Services are at 8:30 and 10:30 with Christian Education classes for all ages at 9:30.

Office Telephone: 320-251-8524.  Messages are checked!

Rev. John Jankowski is available for office visits Tuesday through Thursday 


from 1 PM – 4 PM and other times by appointment. 

E-mail:  rector@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

The Secretary's office hours are usually Tuesday & Wednesday 9 to 3 & Friday 9 to noon.

Office e-mail:  office@stjohns-episcopalchurch.org 

Web Address: www.stjohns-episcopalchurch.org
