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Epiphany 1, Year A

Matthew 3:13-17

The Baptism of Christ

I. Epiphany- a revelation of God, God revealing, a showing.  When I think about Epiphany, I think about astrologers traveling to Jesus’ birthplace.  I think about his family’s flight to Egypt.  I think about Jesus’ childhood.  If this reading were about a childhood baptism, it would fit neatly into my vision of Epiphany.  But it does not.

II. My understanding of Epiphany is that it is a revelation that is life changing.  It is a pivot point upon which the future is changed.  Sometimes, the change is not instantly evident, and it is in looking back that we see God present at that turning point.

On a dreary March day in my freshman year at the University of Maine God showed me something.  At the time, while I was struggling with some difficult decisions, I had no idea of the life long importance of my actions.  

The University was a Land Grant College, established in 1864.  It began as an agricultural school and expanded into the college that I entered as part of the 100th freshman class.  Because of its roots, the barns were in the center of the campus.  They were a gift to all of us, not just the ‘aggies’, because many enjoyed walking through them and

viewing the animals.  The barns were a peaceful place to think and center, with the gentle sounds and living creatures and the smell of hay.  Personally, I have always liked the smell of the cow barns.  In this case, they were well tended and I often walked through the cow, calf and sheep barns.  

That March, they were my place to sort out where my future job training was going.  My major, geology, was the one class I was in danger of failing, despite my efforts.  The more I learned about glacial geology, which was the University staff’s focus, the less interested in being a geologist I became.  City girls do no camp out on glaciers all summer.  They do not ‘camp’ at all.  They do not sit around watching glaciers melt.  It was clear to me that I was in the wrong place from day one, but it was now crunch time.  So those warm, fragrant barns full of the soft mooing and bleating of animals were where I went to pray and meet God.  On that Friday I felt that the people and experiences, which God had sent me, were showing me a better path.  

Naively, at four o’clock in the afternoon, I walked to the Education Building (just four blocks away) with the thought of talking to someone.  A gentleman in business clothes and carrying a brief case was walking down the front steps.  He could have been George Burns in “Oh God”.  He asked me if I needed help.  (Understatement)  When I replied that I did, he escorted me to his office (which was next to the main desk).  We talked for two hours, and when we were finished I was registered for all of my fall courses and was an education major.  He was not God, but certainly was sent by God to me at the very moment when

my journey was to begin.  My direction changed.  The meeting and the pivot were there.  Epiphany.

Looking back it is so easy to see what God did for me.

III. Jesus’ baptism was an epiphany.  Jewish people of 

the time were not baptized.  It was thought that, as descendants of Father Abraham, they were already right with God.  They didn’t need cleansing and forgiveness.  They didn’t need to drown in the water and be reborn.  John knew this and resisted baptizing Jesus. Jesus knew this as well.  Those Jews who were watching knew this belief.  There must have been much confusion.

Jesus was making a statement about his incarnation.  He, in becoming human, accepted our sins and our weaknesses.  To be baptized was to be cleansed, to start a new life.  This was a revelation to the Jews.  Perhaps, they were not exempt from sin or God’s wrath.  It was a revelation and turning point. Epiphany. This was an acknowledgement and acceptance by Jesus of what was coming - the Cross.  This signaled that Jesus knew whom he was-God’s Son. It was the first step in his ministry.  It was a turning point.  God was revealed and one important ingredient was added to this baptism and all others – God’s Spirit.  Epiphany. It was a revelation to John, whose ministry was now going to recede.  Revelation. Turn. Epiphany.  All those who were there were shown a better path.    

IV. The better path, the revelation of and by God,  

requires a response.  When you make a covenant with God, action is required.  Our collect today 

assists us in praying that we ‘keep the covenant which we have made in our own baptism, and boldly proclaim Him (Christ) as our Lord and Savior.’  May each of us leave this place with

the knowledge of God’s intervention and revelation in our lives.  May we use this grace to strengthen us in filling our part of the covenant we have with God -our baptismal covenant.  Amen.

